
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                

Dear Members 

Happy New Year to you all!  I do hope that you have been able to enjoy Christmas festivities without too much 

disruption to your plans, and, as I write this I am, of course, hoping that we will still be able to hold our New Year 

Dance on the 15th. 

      

 ‘Planning for both the Winter and Summer Schools in 2022 is now under way with bookings open for Winter 

School. Details are available on the website. Spring Fling 2022 will be virtual, and worldwide, due to ongoing 

concerns around the viability of international travel. 

The Chairperson and Secretary attended the recent Autumn Gathering and AGM weekend held in Perth on the 

5th/6th November.   

You can read a blog about the event on the RSCDS website and also view a recording of the AGM itself. 

The Society’s 2021 Scroll of Honour was presented to Hugh Ferguson of the Bristol Branch – he received the Scroll 

locally from Chair Elect, William Williamson.  The picture below shows the Recipients of the 2020 Scroll of Honour 

who chose to receive their scrolls in person this year.   

        

This was published as a result of a research project and the book (on sale from the Society) includes six of the 

dances published originally in Edinburgh in 1820 - they each have a link with Scott’s recently published novel, ‘The 

Heart of Midlothian’. 

The date of the RSCDS Centenary Ball has been confirmed as Saturday, 25th March, 2023 and will be hosted in the 

Assembly Rooms in Edinburgh.  Details to follow. 

Also to mark the Centenary the RSCDS will be publishing a celebration book of dances – Book 53 in 2023.  

Branches have been invited to be involved in the submission and selection process and the Committee are 

participating on your behalf. 

 

Cheshire Chat 

   January 2022 

We have received greetings from RSCDS Chairman, Lorna 

Ogilvie, who is pictured below with Chairman Elect, William 

Williamson, at Blair Atholl Distillery preparing for 2023!  

Lorna says: 

As we reach the festive season, I do hope that many dancers 

will be able to join friends and family to celebrate in person. 

It remains for me to wish members in Branches, everywhere, 

“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year” and “happy 

dancing” in 2022!’ 

 

They are from L to R: Fiona Miller, Angela Young, 

Marilyn Watson and Ruby Wilkinson, pictured with, 

centre, President Jean Martin. 

During the weekend delegates were able to purchase 

a book of historical dances to mark the 250th 

anniversary of Sir Walter Scott.   



And now to matters closer to home! 

It is proposed that the Cheshire Branch should offer a course for beginners during the Spring Term.  The following sets 

out proposals for the evening. 

 7pm - 8pm: Evening begins with basic steps and formations followed by some simple dances to include the 

above.  

 People attending during this first hour should be encouraged to stay and watch the intermediate class from 8 – 

8.45. and would be welcome to have tea/coffee and socialise during the break. 

 Dancers who have previously attended for the first hour would still be welcome to attend, but should note that 

the class will be run as a course and begin promptly at 7pm. 

 8pm – 8.45: Class for intermediate dancers – beginners will be able to progress to this class when they have 

developed the appropriate skills 

 8.45 – 9pm: Break for Tea/Coffee 

 9pm – 9.45: Class for more advanced dancers – the class teacher will advise when people are ready to join this 

class 

The Committee have been busy advertising the Beginners Course and look forward to seeing some new faces in January. 

The Course will run for 12 weeks and Liz Bruynooghe will teach for the first 6 classes. Please help us to make this a 

success and let anyone that might be interested have details about the course. 

Our New Year Dance is currently still being planned for Saturday the 15th of January providing no further Covid 

restrictions are put in place which might preclude us from going ahead.  The Committee will meet on Zoom on the 6th 

January, when the post festive situation will be clearer, and a final decision on whether to go ahead will be made. 

And last, but not least, Andrew has received a lovely thankyou letter following the evening that he and Brenda Souter 

spent with the Tarporley Beavers: 

‘Hi Andrew 

I apologize that it has taken me this long to reply. 

Thank you so much for coming to visit us at Beavers and share some Scottish dances with us. Also, for sharing the history 

of St. Andrew and background knowledge. We all - children and leaders- had a truly fantastic evening.  

I handed the certificates out and the Beavers were thrilled to bits to receive them. Thank you for this very kind gesture. 

Thank you so much once again - I'd love to make this an annual event. Next year, I'm looking forward to mastering more 

dances and having a go at the Highland Fling! 

Merry Christmas! 

Kind regards, Sandra Hill’ 

And that is all the news from me.  I look forward to seeing you back at TCC on 12th January and again at our New Year 

Dance on the 15th. 

Best wishes 

 

Anne MacDonald          

C. Anne MacDonald – Chairperson, 2020-2021 

  

 


